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Community gets a look at proposed Castle Rocks bunkhouse

By KIMBERLY OTTLEY/SIP Correspondent

ALMO — Castle Rocks State Park (CRSP) hosted an open house July 18 to showcase the plans for a proposed bunkhouse at the park.

Development of a bunkhouse near the existing ranch house was part of the CRSP master plan that was approved by the Idaho Parks and Recreation board in August 2006.

The building project would be funded by money appropriated by former Governor Dirk Kempthorne as part of his Experience Idaho initiative.

Members of the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation (IDPR) have been communicating with an architect since approval of the plan to develop concepts for the bunkhouse.

IDPR officials were available to answer questions as residents of Almo, and other interested parties, arrived at the ranch house at the park to view diagrams and computer generated images of the bunkhouse.

The floor plan shows a building that is 50 by 80 feet. The east side of the structure would house six dorm-style rooms with two shared bathrooms. The west side of the building would provide four bedrooms with self-contained bathroom facilities. In all, the bunkhouse would accommodate 12 beds.

The interior of the building would provide a meeting room, lounge, kitchen and additional restroom facilities.

Hannah North, a member of the original Stake Holder Advisory Team, said the bunkhouse seemed to be designed to attract groups versus individual visitors.

Wallace Keck, park manager for City of Rocks National Reserve and CRSP, agreed. He said, although individual climbers or visitors would not be turned away if there was a vacancy, the bunkhouse is envisioned more as a space for events such as weddings and reunions, and to accommodate crews working on projects at the park.

Keck said the dorm-style rooms would probably rent for $35 per night while the larger rooms would be available at $70 per night. The entire building might rent for $350-$500 depending on the time of year.

Plans for the bunkhouse can still be viewed at the City of Rocks Visitor’s Center from 8 a.m to 4:30 p.m. daily or at www.idahoparks.org.

Public comments about the bunkhouse are being sought by IDPR. Comment sheets can be picked up and submitted at the City of Rocks Visitor’s Center, or can be filled out on-line.
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